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for assurances he should state his case on his four points of grievances before
the Commission. The Government would be in a far stronger position to carry
remedial legislation if they could base it on recommendations made by the
Commission. From private conversations with Sir William Solomon and
Mr. Esselen, the Minister had gathered the conviction that remedial legislation
would be recommended by the Commission, and Mr. Gandhi would there-
fore be ill-advised if he neglected the opportunity of making his views on these
points clear to the tribunal.1
Mr. Gandhi however insisted on the insuperable obligations of his vow,
and General Smuts ended the interview by promising to consider his proposals
and give him an answer as soon as possible.2
Colonial Office Records: 551/54
1	In Satyagraha. in South Africa, Ch. XLVIII, Gandhiji has reported Smuts'
observations as follows : "The Indians had demanded that a member should be
co-opted to the Commission to represent Indian interests.    But on this point
General Smuts would not give in.   "That cannot be done,' said he, eas it would
be derogatory to the Government's prestige, and I would be unable to carry out
the desired reforms. You must understand that Mr. Esselen is our man, and
would fall in with, not oppose, the Government's wishes as regards reform.
Colonel Wylie is a man of position in Natal and might even be considered anti-
Indian.   If therefore even he agrees to a repeal of the £3 tax, the Govern-
ment will have an easy task before them.   Our troubles are manifold; we have
not a moment to spare and therefore wish to set the Indian question at rest
We have decided to grant your demands, but for this we must have a recom-
mendation from the Commission.   I understand your position too.   You have
solemnly declared that you will not lead evidence before it so long as there is no
representative of the Indians sitting on the Commission.   I do not mind if you
do not tender evidence, but you should not organize any active propaganda to
prevent anyone who wishes to give evidence from doing so, and should suspend
Satyagraha in the interval. I believe that by so doing you will be serving your
own interests as well as giving me a respite.   As you will not tender evidence,
you wiH apt be abb to prove your allegations as regards illtreatment accorded
to the Indian strikers.   But that is for you to think over.'*
2	For die rest of the despatch covering the subsequent course of negotiations,
side Appendix XX.   During the last days of the negotiations, news reached
Gandhiji that Kasturba was seriously ill in Durban. At a moment, on January
21, when the talks had reached a deadlock over a phrase which  General
Smuts had wanted to insert in the proposed agreement, an urgent telegram
summoned Gandhiji to Durban; but Gandhiji refused to leave till the dead-
lock had been removed Andrews recorded what happened during that critical
nigit in these words: "Tnat night we talked till 1 a.m. Finally, an alternative
phrase occurred to me. The difference seemed to be very slight, but Gandhi
found it acceptable- 'If General Smuts will accept your phrase/ he said as we
wait to bed, 'then everytning is finished.* In the morning, saying nothing
to GaadM, I went to Smuts and at eight o'clock found him alone.   I told
him Gandhi's personal anxiety, and showed him the suggested wording. *I don't
«	'Would

